Jimbo’s Chevron to celebrate 20 years 


C) Customer 
appreciation event 
is Saturday 


By Dawn Feldhaus 
Post-Record staff , 


' A lot has changed in the 
local area since 1990, but 
a Washougal business has 
remained aconstant presence 
along state Route 14, and 
festivities are planned for 
Saturday to celebrate the 
anniversary. 

Jim  Graybill, owner 
of Jimbo’s Chevron, has 
also owned several other 
businesses during the past 
42 years — including a 
Minit Mart, in Fruit Valley; 
Jimbo’s Sandwich Co., in 
Vancouver; and Jimbo’s Deli 
Mart, in Orchards. 

Graybill, of Battle Ground, 
attributes some of Jimbo’s 
Chevron’s success to its 


location. 
. “You have to be 
knowledgeable to understand 


the business and deal with 
the right vendors,” he said. 
“It’s been very rewarding. 

“Our manager Rhonda 
[Webster] has been our loyal 
employee for nearly 18 years 
and has been an invaluable 
asset to ourselves as well as 
to our store,” Graybill added. 
“We would like to thank our 
loyal customers for helping 
us make this 20-year 
anniversary and this great 
community for allowing us 
to do business.” 

In addition to Chevron 
gasoline, Jimbo’s sells deli 
foods, groceries, beer, wine, 
cigarettes, fishing supplies, 
hunting and fishing licenses 
and propane. The variety of 
items includes cereal, bread, 
milk, soup, pancake mix, 


motor oil, aspirin, toothpaste, 
mouthwash, baby bottles, 
pacifiers, diapers and some 
school supplies. 

Graybill anticipates being 
able to process food stamp 
purchases as early as this 
week. 

“The core of our business 
is the local people,” he said. 
“We have lots of regulars 
who come in almost daily 
— a lot people on their way 
to work, and the fishermen 
and the hunters.” 

Bait at Jimbo’s includes 
live sand shrimp, worms, 
salmon eggs and herring. 

There are 13 employees at 
Jimbo’s, including Webster. 
Before being promoted to 
manager, she worked as 
a cashier and assistant 
manager at Jimbo’s. 

Webster has lived in 
Washougal for 22 years. 

“It has been wonderful, 
because Jim and his wife [Jo 
Ellen “JJ” Graybill] are so 
family oriented and caring 
people,” she said. “Jim had 
big employee barbecues 
at his house to show his 
appreciation for all the 
employees. 

“Jim and J.J. are great 
people to work for, and they 
show their appreciation to all 
their employees to make us 
feel special,” Webster added. 

She remembers when 
computerized fishing licenses 
were first issued instead of 
handwritten ones, and when 
Burger King opened next 
door to Jimbo’s. 

Through the years, 
Jimbo’s gasoline supply has 
increased from two to eight 
pumps. 

“Now it’s all electronic,” 
Webster said. “Back in 
the day, I used to have to 
measure gas in a tank witha 


stick. I would call in an order 
for gasoline. Now we call in 
the volume and Chevron 
orders the gas.” 

She attributes Jimbo’s 
success to having the same 
owner and some employees 
for a long time. 

“Without our customers, it 
would not be open,” Webster 
said. “We have a large variety 
of things to sell for last 
minute pickups. We carry 
most everything. Customers 
enjoy seeing the same people 
day after day. 

“Without the devoted 
employees, it would be hard 
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added. “Without our devoted 
regular customers — coming 
in daily buying our coffee 
and gasoline — we would not 
be able to stay open.” 

Through the years, 
Jimbo’s Chevron has donated 
to the drug- and alcohol- 
free graduation parties for 
Camas and Washougal high 
schools, as well as_ little 
league uniforms, the Inter- 
Faith Treasure House in 
Washougal, veterans’ causes, 
and leukemia and breast 
cancer research. 

“T just hope I can give back 
something to the community 


to run a business and stay wfor all of the business they’ve 


open for 24 hours,” she 


given me,” Graybill said. 
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Jim Graybill 
has owned 
Jimbo's 
Chevron for 20 
years. In addi- 
tion to gasoline 
and propane, 
the Washou- 
gal business 
sells burritos, 
fried chicken, 
groceries, 
beer, wines, 
cigarettes, 
hunting and 
fishing licenses 
and bait. 


Jimbo’s Chevron 

20th anniversary celeb 
Where: 

Jimbo’s Chevron, 165 ‘C" St, Washougal. 


When: 
Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Free hot dogs, chips and soda. There will 
complimentary car washes, prize g 
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